Environment is one of the biggest, if not the biggest, world concern. Environmental problems are very often discussed in the Western world, and they are a cause of deep concern amongst citizens.

China is no exception: the country is now at a stage of accelerated industrialization and urbanization, when the contradiction between economic growth and environmental protection is particularly prominent. In some regions environmental pollution and ecological deterioration are very serious: discharge of pollutants, water, land and soil pollution are impoverishing the soils and degradating seriously the environment. 

Governmental action to tackle this challenges is very strong: Chinese government attaches great importance to environmental protection. It believes that environmental protection will have a direct impact on the overall situation of China's modernization drive and its long-term development, and considers environmental protection an undertaking that will not only benefit the Chinese people of today but also their children and grandchildren. Environmental protection is a basic national policy and sustainable development is an important strategy. The Government has adopted a whole set of measures to strengthen it: preventive measures, comprehensive control and overall progress in the fields of institutional innovation, implementation of the measures, stress on science and technology as means to achieve the objectives and fulfil the promises.

Italy contributes in many ways to these Chinese efforts. Minister of Environment has since a long time a well-established cooperation with the Chinese Authorities. In the framework of UN Conventions and Protocols on climate change and by means of the Sino-Italian Cooperation Programme, Italy has so far implemented the development of 52 projects for the monitoring and management of the environment, the strengthening of Chinese institutions at a national and local level, the protection and conservation of natural resources, employing up to now financial resources for a total of €186 million. 

A particular space in the environmental protection are gaining the programmes of partenariat in the protection of the urban environment and restoration of the urban centres. They are taking more and more space in the present panorama, since urbanization ratio of China is causing big problems. To tackle those matters of concerns Chinese Government has adopted a series of comprehensive measures to gradually improve the urban environment. As a result, the environment in some cities has been remarkably improved: many Chinese cities have laid out and implemented general urban planning to fully attain required standards for urban environmental quality, and made many efforts to adjust urban energy structure. They achieved good results: sewage treatment had reached 46 %, and Phase III standards of vehicle emission standards have been drawn up. More, 100 districts are building themselves into environmental-protection model cities, among which 56 cities and five districts in municipalities directly under the Central Government have succeeded in meeting the required standards. Also big steps forward have been made in the cities afforestation. 

In this respect, projects of environmental development for the upgrading of urban areas are developing: interventions of restoration of the ancient historical centres are taking place more and more throughout China, to rediscover the important past of China and to foster tourism. Important in this respect the requalification of urban areas through tourism, that is the object of today’s project and a future perspective that will give successful results. These programmes aim to define actions to improve urban environment to favour the added value of tourism, and to promote partenariats between EU and China to implement model practices and local interventions.

Italy is very active in the cooperation with China in this respect. Interest is not only entrepreneurial, that is the possibility for the firms to obtain a bigger share of investments for the transformation of the urban settlements in China, but is a genuine cultural interest, to help China re-discover its ancient roots. Italy, whose great past is actually combined with a present welfare, married with a deep and strong defence of the model of urban settlement radicated in our history, is one of the nations that can better understand China’s needs to boost into future remaining radicated in the glorious past. 

We intend to participate in this Partenariat offering services, products, productive processes for the evolution, management and conservation of Chinese urban settlements, at the same time helping our firms in the implementations of the actions. A specifical sector is that of urban and architectural restoration.

On this basis it is clear that the experience of Italian firms and local Authorities in these fields can be an important point of reference for China, in the light of the important present processes of expansion and transformation of the Cities. Italian example and experiences can be an important step forward and a precious contribution to the development of the model, that must include the idea that the management of every single urban service must be finalized to the improvement of ecological quality, basic element of every real promotion and requalification of sustainable development in the cities. 

In this respect Italy can be proud of many experiences in the collaboration with China: there are the brilliant experience of Regione Campania in the restoration of the Italian Quartier of Tianjin (where there is a project of an entire Made in Italy commercial centre), and the presence of Comune di Roma in the Programme UE-ALA of safeguard of the historical quartier of Beijing, programme that is experiencing remarkable future developments. Today we are actually experiencing the success of the Provincia di Avellino, a strong point in favour of the future sino-italian cooperation. The present project of requalification of the waterfront gave optimal results: Italy is proud of the satisfaction of the Mayor of Wuzhishan, of the Central Authorites and of the EU for the outcomes of the project, and also of the satisfaction of the inhabitants of Wuzishan

These examples are milestones that encourage and foster Italian action in the field of restoration of historical centres, integrating it in a Programme of Partenariat for the quality of the habitat, to be offered to the growing number of Chinese cities concerned with the progressive worsening of environmental life standards. That Programme can open favourable opportunities for both economies as well, encouraging the cooperation between firms in the infrastructure, services, public utilities management.

Sino-italian collaboration and partenariat will not be limited to these wonderful examples of collaboration. Italy likes and wants to put at disposal of China all its know-how in the fields of urban environment, and not only: agriculture, waste, water resources, renewable energy, are all sectors where the environmental protection cooperation will have its best chances. The greatest event in this respect will be the CISMEF, the Fair of the Small and Medium Enterprises, that will take place in Canton mid September. This Fair, for the first time internationalized, has a central position in the local Fairs panorama and is considered by these Authorities with the highest attention. Its sponsors are all the highest country Administrations: NDRC, MOFCOM, Ministry of Finance and the Government of the Province of Guangdong. In 2006 it sees Italy as partner Country, and will dedicate to our Country a large space: more than 10.000 square meters at the Fair will be the exposition space of our enterprises. On the basis of agreemnts between the two Governments, Italian Trade Commission is at the center of a common effort of many Administrations, Ministries and Confederations, bound to guarantee the best Italian participation in Canton, worthy of reciprocal expectations and interests. Italian Trade Commission will  organise a proper Italian “Fair in the fair”, where our enterprises will show their best technology. More, Italy will organise, because of the role of the small and medium enterprises in our Country, kingdom of such firms, also the organisation of some thematic side-event, to be accompanied by some cultural manifestation. One of this event will be particularly dedicated to the environment, where the problem of the role of the PMI in the recycle and treatment of water will be dealt with.

In this respect, numerous will be the presence of Italian environment enterprises, not only in the traditional sectors of the protection but also in the field of urban partenariat, management  of urban resources and restoration of ancient settlements. Italy has much to offer in this field, and China is keen to take profit and advantages from the exchange of experiences: the Canton fair will provide an excellent opportunity to  develop and to deepen the excahanges in this sector.

The Italian activity and the collaboration with the Chinese Authorities will not only benefit immediately the urban environment programmes, but is bound to produce its effects longer. This will be of great benefit to the sino-italian relations, especially this year, who sees the Year of Italy in China 2006, a series of events that will deploy for the whole year throughout all the Chinese territory. The knowledge of Italy, of its history and how it has become one of the world’s leader economies, but also the bright expectations the country has in its future, will be spreaded in China, together with the immense possibilities the sino-italian cooperation has, in the environmental and in all fields. We all wish an always better cooperation with Cina, but we must be conscious that this all lies entirely in our hands.  

